J \nomework centre







N7CRier Kids

J ‘héh‘lework centre

!
# $
¢ o
& !
)
' $
} "
$ ) ) * #
+ $
& !
" ( $ - / #
0 1 2
/ 1,- 1
_ &
)
# * $
: 2 3 ) 2 !
+ $ #
5 !
iI5 2 )
i 5 b
! + i,
&
5 2
& )
!
R ¢ $ 2 !




Annual Report 2021/22 N

2 - Chairperson Report C_?é 8”‘ KIOS

J \nf}mework centre

Chairperson Report

As | looked at this picture | realised what a privilege and honour it is to have been closely involved with
these children over the years and to have helped them grow up. When we started in 2015, the first
children were in grade 1 to 3. Today they are teenagers and it
has been a joy to guide them and see how much they have
changed not only academically but also personally. We have
become a family and have added many more over the years to
our current total of 57 children.

We were very aware of the psychological effects that the Covid
pandemic and the devastating fire in December 2020 caused in
our children. We have been given feedback from many families
and children that knowing Clever Kids is there to help has given
them a sense of comfort and safety. They knew where they
could turn to in their time of need and where they would be
helped. This brought us closer together and softened the effects
of the trauma they had gone through.

The Masiphumelele public schools were still operating on a
rotational basis, where each child only attends school half of the
time, on alternate days.

In a statement, DA leader John Steenhuisen said: “South African schoolchildren in no-fee schools have
lost over half of their normal school days since the start of the pandemic and have learnt less than half
of what they would normally learn.”

This made it even more essential that Clever Kids was open all day, so that the children were tutored by
us on those days when they were unable to attend school. This gave us much more time with each
student and allowed us to practise and learn effectively. For both the children and us, it was a positive
experience to be spending more time together in smaller groups and to be able to respond individually
to their school needs.

In February 22 Cabinet announced the ending of the rotational school learning system, which allowed
the return of all pupils to classrooms. This was great news, especially because we were already planning
to rent a second house, which will provide us with more classrooms. We are very much looking forward
to the year ahead under " regular" terms without Covid-19 regulations.

Karin Drescher
Founder and Director
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Highschool Tutoring
Reflections from Puselethso a Long Term Volunteer

In the beginning of 2019 some siblings (9th graders of the Masi High School) asked if it would be possible
to join Clever Kids as they had no opportunity to study at home. A request was sent out for a high school
tutor and | (Puselethso) responded. The tutoring sessions for this group were held twice a week for
about 2 hours in the beginning, but we soon noticed that extra time and more resources were required.

In secondary school, students are introduced to a different way of learning, more subjects are added and
a lot of independent studying is expected since the students are thought to be more mature and
equipped with the foundational education from primary school. Most students struggle to follow what
they are taught in the overcrowded classrooms and require extra tutoring, privileged families arrange
after-hours private tutors for their children, but this is not the case for most of the children in
Masiphumelele as there’s a high unemployment rate and most parents can’t afford to pay for private tu-
toring. Unfortunately, a lot of secondary school students drop out of school because of this frustration
and end up adding to the unemployment rate or joining gangs and the cycle of hopelessness continues.

Our after-school tutoring for secondary students at Clever Kids is student-needs led, meaning each stu-
dent focuses on subject matters that they found challenging with the tutor - a tutor supports the individ-
ual student in tackling the problems, but eventually, the student has to be the one owning their learning.
In this way, we are trying to bring the joy of learning back into the lives of our students. We don’t want
them to see education as an obligation, but as a passion to pursue beyond high school and tertiary insti-
tutions. The secondary school leg of Clever Kids has grown over these three years, from one class of
grade 9s to a fully representation of all six classes of a South African High School.
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