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1 -  About us 

 

                                       “Education is the most powerful weapon  

                                        which you can use to change the world”. 
                                                          Nelson Mandela  

Due to the many challenges that come with pov-

erty, parents in the township of Masiphumelele, 

South Africa, have li!le to no "me or resources to 

help their children with their educa"on. The 

schools in the township are underfunded and 

overcrowded, which leads to poor educa"onal 

outcomes. Many of these vulnerable children lack 

parental involvement, basic needs and health 

care. Unfavorable educa"onal outcomes in the 

township o&en leads to a life"me of poverty. 

History: 

Karin Drescher saw a need for educa"onal and family support while working with children and their fam-

ilies in the poorest parts of Masiphumelele.  As a response to this need, she founded Clever Kids Home-

work Centre, a nonprofit and public benefit organiza"on located in Masiphumelele. At the centre the 

main focus is underprivileged primary and high school students who need extra help with homework 

and a safe place to go in the a&ernoons.  

Clever Kids Homework Centre was established in 2015 with a handful of volunteers and only 7 children. 

It has grown to now employ 6 local staff members, professionally trained tutors and South African volun-

teers and serves 57 children between the ages of 6-20, who regularly a!end. 

What we do: 

To combat poverty, we provide a safe place to study while crea"ng a posi"ve family atmosphere where 

children are encouraged to overcome failures at school, build self-confidence, discover their passions 

and develop their abili"es. They receive individualized homework help and learning support in a loving 

environment. To achieve this we offer tutoring, by qualified staff, in all relevant subjects and teach based 

on the textbooks used in school. 

We provide a hot nutri"ous lunch every day, computer access for research projects, online learning pro-

grams, and computer literacy programs. We offer financial help with the purchase of school uniforms, 

school supplies, hygiene products and provide health care. We celebrate each child’s birthday, go on 

various ou"ngs, enjoy play"me and explore their crea"vity 

with cra&s. 

We also offer family support by providing food parcels, aid 

a&er house fires or other disasters, and other support evaluat-

ed on an individual basis.  

Clever Kids Homework Centre offers children access to be!er 

educa"on and the opportunity to break the cycle of poverty. 

 





Grade 1 to 7 

Besides all the homework help, tutoring in maths, 

IsiXhosa and all the other subjects, our focus this year 

was on teaching English. We paid two trained tea-

chers to help our primary school children progress in 

English. 

In the local public school, the main language from 

grade 1 to 3 is IsiXhosa. From grade 4 onwards it 

changes to English. New subjects such as natural sci-

ence and social science are added. 

The children find it difficult to adapt because their 

knowledge of English does not correspond to the le-

vel of the subject ma!er.  

We try to overcome this problem with purposeful 

English lessons and saw posi"ve results.  
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 3 - Homework/Tutoring 

Primary School Tutoring  





Learning is Hard on an Empty Stomach 

Breakfast and Lunch 

For many of our children, the daily lunch at Clever Kids is o&en the only meal they eat.  

 

Due to the rota"onal system in the public school this year, half of our children came to us 

at 9.00 a.m. and arrived with empty stomachs. 

It became clear that we needed to feed them breakfast before their learning started.  
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5 - Homework 



Five Computers Arrived 

The computers donated in April 2021 from Switzerland 

were a great help and the need through the year was very 

significant, so we wouldn’t have known what to do without 

it. Internet access and prin"ng is available for free for our 

students.  

School Uniforms 

Craft supplies and tools are 

always available so that stu-

dents can build their school 

projects.  
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6 - Highlights 

We assisted with school uniforms, school bags and school 

supplies throughout the year to those who needed them.  

We also made sure that school uniforms are in good condi-

"on. Broken shoes are repaired and torn clothes are mend-

ed.  

School Cra9 Projects 

Health and Hygiene 

Our teenage girls had lots of ques"ons about womens hygiene 

and about the changing of their bodies. We had circle "me dis-

cussion about facts and myths. We always have sanitary pads 

in store and provide it on request.  

For all our children we held a day with different stations on 

health and hygiene topics. Each child received a hygiene kit 

consisting of soap, toothbrush and toothpaste.  
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7 - Highlights 

 
 
 

Cra9 Ac3vi3es, Beach Ou3ng, Christmas Party, Fun Days 



Fire Vic3ms and Winter clothes 

Finally in April 2021, almost 5 month a&er the devasta"ng fire in December 2020, a large 

number of our families received the keys to their new shacks and we were able to provide 

them with the fire relief package. 

 

We s"ll had some fire relief funds le& and decided to buy all our children a winter jacket, 

winter shoes and a warm ouJit. Winter was around the corner and many children had lost 

all their clothes in the fire.  That was well appreciated by the parents.  
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 8 - Crisis Relief 

Crisis Relief  



In 2021 we received unfortunate news. The classroom on the le& side of the house was 

built 1,5 m too far on land that belonged to our neighbors. A&er the surveyor had mea-

sured the boundary, it was clear that the garage building had to be torn down.  

Since Clever Kids has been growing so much we needed every square meter possible. Toge-

ther with YWAM (Lessor) we discussed the best u"liza"on of the space that was le&. It was 

decided to built an extra toilet and storage space. Both these are very valuable to Clever 

Kids.  
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 9- Building 

Demolishing and Building 



Exci3ng News 

A second house will be added! 

 

The present venue is too small for the growing number of learners who needs support. During summer 

we were able to teach groups outside but in our rainy and cold winter season this is impossible. 

 

Thankfully, the neighbour to the right has offered us his house for rent with the prospect of buying it in a 

few years "me.  

As of May 2022 we will have three beau"ful new rooms to educate in.  

Clever Kids 
  Annual Report 2021/2022 

10 - News 




